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Region 10 ConBnencement Bay Enforcement Strategy 

1. Enforcement Profiles to Headquarters, Notice Letters to be sent 

American Surplus 
Asarco 
Hooker Chemicals 
Pennwalt 

2. Potential candidates for Notice Letters - Preparation of Enforcement 
Profiles 

Hylebos Waterway Industries 
Well 12A Potential Sources 
Deepwater Disposers 
Blair Waterv^ay Industries 
City Waterway Industries, Sources 
Log yards 

3. Preliminary Field Investigations 

Abandoned Railroad Tunnel 
City Landfill 

4. Formal Notice in Local Newspapers 
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Site Name: , Commencement Bay, Region 10 

Superfund Monies Committed: None 

Responsible Party: 

Name: ASARCO, Inc. (Lawrence W. Lindquiest, Manager) 

Address: P. 0. Bxo 1677. Tacoma, WA (206) 759-3551 

Connection: Generator, Disposer 

Solvency: No apparent problems 

Extent of Contamination: 
Elevated levels of arsenic in the areas' soil and in urine samples of the 
local population. High levels also in some marine sediment samples. 

Enforcement Potential: 
Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory Activities: 
A technical question has arisen over potential for contamination from 
slag-handling operations. EPA, the State, the local agency and the 
company are conducting a cooperative study to resolve issue. 

Contacts with Firm: 
None about Superfund 

Consequence of Task Force Letter: 
Could possible jeopardize on-going cooperative study (above). Also State 
and County agencies are gravely concerned that the letter may create an 
adversarial situation and make the industries uncooperative with the 
agencies. 

Source of Information 
George Hofer, Region 10, Air & WAste Division 399-1352 
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Site Name Commencement Bay, Region 10 

Superfund Monies Committed - None 

Responsible Party: Hooker Chemical Company 

Name: Lyle Feller (Plant Mgr, is Mr. Carl Virgil) 

Address: 605 Alexander Ave,, P. 0. Box 2157 
Tacoma, WA 98401 

Connection: Generator, Disposer 

Solvency: No apparent problems. 

Extent of Contamination: 
EPA noted bank seepage of organic toxicants into Bay from Hooker, Also 
problems with storage of hazardous wastes on-site. Hooker operated two 
plants. One, a Chlorine-Caustic Plant, has functioned from 1929 to date. It 
produces waste streams of chlorinated organics, brine sludge, and asbestos. 
Until about 1970, these were disposed of by discharging into Hylebos Waterway, 
Commencement Bay. A solvents Plant, operated from 1947-1973, discharged into 
the Hylebos until about 1960. Subsequently have used settling ponds, etc. 

Enforcement Potential: 
Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory Activities: 
Washington State Dept of Ecology has investigated facility re: groundwater 
contamination and technical feasibility of decontamination, often in concert 
with EPA. Prior involvement with FIFRA; re: pesticides. Prior involvement 
with Washington State Dept of Agriculture, re: pesticide products. 

Contacts with Firm: 
Numerous, including EPA, DOE, contractors. 

Consequence of Task Force Letter: 
The State and County agencies are gravely concerned that the letter may create 
an adverserial situation and make the industries uncooperative with the 
agencies. 

Source of Information: 
Gary O'Neal, Director, Environmental Services Division, Region 10, 399-1295 

Jack Sceva, Environmental Services Division, Region 10, 3993-0887 
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Site Name Commencement Bay, Region 10 

Superfund Monies Committed - None 

Responsible Party: Penwalt Corporation 

Name: Orval J. High, Plant Manager, Tacoma 

Address: P. 0. Box 1297, Tacoma, WA 98401 

Connection: Plant Manager 

Solvency: No apparent problems 

Extent of Contamination: 

Groudnwater monitoring has found arsenic, chloroform & chromium 
consistently above background levies. Cyanide also found in most of the 
intermediate zone wells. Seeps and storm drains originating on Pennwalt 
property have been shown to have y/ery high concentrations of metals and 
halogenated hydrocarbons. Certain volatiles, acid extractibles and base 
neutral extractibles were also present in Pennwalt runoff. 

Enforcement Potential: 
Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory Activities: 
Washington State Dept of Ecology has investigated water quality. EPA 
Pesticides Branch has had prior dealings with firm under FIFRA. Wash 
State Dept of Agriculture has also dealt with firm re: pesticide 
regulations. 

Contacts with Firm: 
Numerous thus far. EPA, DOE, and various contractors. 

Consequence of Task Force Letter: 
No adverse effects anticipated 

Source of Information: 
Gary O'Neal, Director, Environmental Services Division, Region 10, 
399-1295 



Attachment i 

Enforcement Profile 

Site Name: Commencement Bay, Region 10 

Superfund Monies Committed: None 

Responsible Party: 

Name: American Surplus Sales Company (Saul Levy, owner till 
4-15-81) 

Address: 2916 South Tacoma Way 
Tacoma, WA 98409 

Connection: Generator + possibly storer & disposer 

Solvency: Affirmative financial data is not presently held. No 
apparent problems at this time. 

Extent of Contamination: 
On-site preliminary soil samples indicate improper handling of hazardous 
materials. Nearby drinking water well is contaminated, and this firm may 
have contributed. 

Enforcement Potential: 
State'and County currently attempting to make owner clean up site and 
conduct studies to determine extent of contamination. Demand letter 
being prepared by EPA, Region 10, under Superfund 104(a)(1)(A) is 
submitted in this package. 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory Activities: 
State action under State hazardous waste statute. County action under 
public nuisance law. Court order, 1-8-82, demanding clean-up by 6-1-82. 
(See suggested EPA action in this package.) 

Contacts with Firm: 
No notice letter. Region 10, State & County have hadmeetings with them 
and with their attorneys. 

Consequence of Task Force Letter: 
The State and County agencies are gravely concerned that the letter may 
create an adversarial situation and make the firms uncooperative with the 
agencies. 

Source of Information: 
--Robert Poss, Chief, Permits & Compliance Branch, A i r & Waste D iv i s ion , 

Region 10; FTS 399-1090 
--Michael Garcia, Off ice of Regional Counsel, Region 10; FTS 399-5853 
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Attachment 1 (cont'd.) 

Enforcement Profile 

Site Name: Commencement Bay, Region 10 

Superfund Monies Committed: None 

Responsible Party: 

Name: ASARCO, Inc. (Lawrence W. Lindquist, Manager) 

Address: P. 0. Box 1677. Tacoma, WA 98401; (206) 759-3551 

Connection: Generator, Disposer 

Solvency: No apparent problems, but no affirmative financial 
data is presently held. 

Extent of Contamination: 
Elevated levels of arsenic in the area's so.il and in urine samples of the 
local population. High levels also in some marine sediment samples. 

Enforcement Potential: 
Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory Activities: 
A technical question has arisen over potential for contamination from 
slag-handling operations. EPA, the State, the local agency and the 
company are conducting a cooperative study to resolve issue. 

Contacts with Firm: 
None aoout Superfund 

Consequence of Task Force Letter: 
Could possibly jeopardize on-going cooperative study (above). Alsô  State 
and County agencies are gravely concerned that the letter may create an 
adversarial situation and make the firm uncooperative with the agencies. 

Source of Information 
--George Hofer, Region 10, Air & Waste Division; FTS 399-1352 
--Cheryl Koshuta, Office of Regional Counsel, Region 10; FTS 399-1152 
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Attachment 1 ( con t ' d . ) 

Enforcement P ro f i l e 

Site Name Commencement Bay, Region 10 

Superfund Monies Committed - None 

Responsible Party: Hooker Chemical Company 

Name: Lyle Fel ler 

Address: 605 Alexander Ave. , P. 0. Box 2157, Tacoma, WA 98401 

Connection: Generator, Disposer 

Solvency: No apparent problems, but no a f f i rma t i ve f i nanc ia l 
data is presently he ld . 

Extent of Contamination: 
EPA noted bank seepage of organic tox icants in to Bay from Hooker. Also 
problems with storage of hazardous wastes o n - s i t e . Hooker operated two 
plants. One, a ch lor ine-caust ic p lan t , has funct ioned from 1929 to 
date. I t produces waste streams of chlor inated organics, br ine sludge, 
and asbestos. Un t i l about 1970, these were disposed of by discharging 
into the Hylebos Waterway, Commencement Bay. A solvents p lan t , operated 
from 1947-1973, discharged in to the Hylebos u n t i l about 1950, 
Subsequently, have used s e t t l i n g ponds, e t c 

Enforcement Po ten t i a l : 
Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory A c t i v i t i e s : 
Washington State Dept of Ecology has invest igated f a c i l i t y r e : 
groundwater contamination and technical f e a s i b i l i t y of decontamination, 
often in concert w i th EPA, Pr ior involvement wi th FIFRA, re : 
pest ic ides. Pr ior involvement with Washington State Dept of Ag r i cu l t u re , 
re : pest ic ide products. 

Contacts with Firm: 
Numerous, including EPA, DOE, cont rac tors . 

Consequence of Task Force Le t te r : 
The State and County agencies are gravely concerned that the l e t t e r may 
create an adversarial s i t u a t i o n and make the f i rm uncooperative w i th the 
agencies. 

Source of Informat ion: 
--Gary O'Neal, Di rector , Environmental Services D iv i s i on , Reaion 10; 

399-1295 
--Jack Sceva, Environmental Services D iv i s ion , Region 10; 3993-0887 
--Donald Donaldson, Chief, CompL4ance Section, A i r & Waste D iv i s i on ; 

Region 10; FTS 399-1090. 
--Cheryl Koshuta, Off ice of Regional Counsel, Region 10; FTS 399-1152 
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Attachment 1 (cont'd.) 

Enforcement Profile 

Site Name Commencement Bay, Region 10 

Superfund Monies Committed - None 

Responsible Party: Pennwalt Corporation 

Name: Orval J. High, Plant Manager, Tacoma 

Address: P. 0. Box 1297, Tacoma, WA 98401 

Connection: Plant Manager 

Solvency: No apparent problems, but no affirmative financial 
data is presently held. 

Extent of Contamination: 
Groundwater monitoring has. found arsenic, chloroform & chromium 
consistently above background levels. Cyanide also found in most of the 
intermediate zone wells. Seeps and storm drains originating on Pennwalt 
property have been shown to have very high concentrations of metals and 
halogenated hydrocarbons. Certain volatiles, acid extractibles and base 
neutral extractibles were also present in Pennwalt runoff. 

Enforcement Potential: 
Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory Activities: 
Washington State Dept of Ecology has investigated water quality, EPA 
Pesticides Branch has had prior dealings with firm under FIFRA. Wash 
State Dept of Agriculture has also dealt with firm re: pesticide 
regulations, 
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Contacts with Firm: 
Numerous thus far, EPA, DOE, and various contractors. 

Consequence of Task Force Letter: 
The State and County agencies are gravely concerned that the letter may 
create an adversarial situation and make the firm uncooperative with the 
agencies. 

Source of Informat ion: 
--Gary O'Neal, D i rec tor , Environmental Services D iv is ion , Region 10; 

399-1295 
--Jack Sceva, Environmental Services D i v i s i on , Region 10; FTS 399-0887. 
--Donald Donaldson, Chief, Compliance Sect ion, Air & Waste Div is ion; 

Region 10; FTS 399-1090 
--Cheryl Koshuta, Of f ice of Regional Counsel, Region 10; FTS 399-1152 
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ENFORCEMENT PROFILE 

Site Name: Commencement Bay, Region 10 

Superfund Monies Committed: None 

Responsible Party: 

Name: Crown Machine Works, I n c . . (206) 472-4424 

Address: 3602-B South Cedar 
Tacoma, WA 98409 

Solvency: Af f i rmat ive f i n a n c i a l data i s not present ly i n our 
possession. 

Reason f o r Refer ra l : Si te i s located near a dr ink ing water wel l t ha t is 
contaminated by chemicals normally found i n so lvents . Source manufactures 
machine parts and probably uses solvents and/or l i g h t machine o i l s . 

Extent o f Contamination: Unknown 

Enforcement Po ten t ia l : Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory A c t i v i t i e s : Unknown 

Contacts wi th Firm: Unknown 

Consequence of Task Force Le t t e r : The State and County agencies are 
concerned that the l e t t e r may create an adversar ia l s i t u a t i o n and make the 
f irms uncooperative wi th the agencies. 

Source of Information: 
B i l l Schmidt, Chief , F ie ld Operations Sect ion, Environmental Services 
Div is ion, Region 10, FTS 399-1599 



ENFORCEMENT PROFILE 

Si te Name: Commencement Bay, Region 10 

Superfund Monies Committed: None 

Responsible Party: 

Name: Ideal Machine & Manufacturing, I nc . (206) 475-3464 

Address: 3611 South Warner 
Tacoma, WA 98409 

Solvency: A f f i rmat ive f i nanc ia l data i s not present ly i n our 
possession. 

Reason f o r Re fe r ra l : Si te located near dr ink ing water we l l that is 
contaminated by chemicals normally found i n so lvents. Source manufactures 
machine par ts and probably uses solvents and/or l igpit machine o i l s . 

Extent o f Contamination: Unknown 

Enforcement Po ten t i a l : Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory A c t i v i t i e s : Unknown 

Contacts w i th Firm: Unknown 

Consequence of Task Force Le t te r : The State and County agencies are 
concerned tha t the l e t t e r may create an adversar ia l s i t u a t i o n and make the 
f i rms uncooperative with the agencies. 

Source o f Informat ion: 
B i l l Schmidt, Chief , F ie ld Operations Sect ion, Environmental Services 
D iv i s ion , Region 10, FTS 399-1599 
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ENFORCEMENT PROFILE 

Site Name: Commencement Bay, Region 10 

Superfund Monies Committed: None 

Responsible Party: 

Name: Parker Paint Mfg. Co. , I nc . (206) 473-1122 

Address: 3302 Junett Street 
Tacoma, WA 98409. 

Solvency: Af f i rmat ive f i nanc ia l data i s not present ly i n our 
possession. 

Reason f o r Referra l : Tanks and barre ls o f unknown contents were observed 
on the property and s i t e i s near a dr ink ing water we l l that i s 
contaminated with chemicals. 

Extent of Contamination: Unknown 

Enforcement Potent ia l : Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory A c t i v i t i e s : Unknown 

Contacts wi th Firm: Unknown 

Consequence of Task Force Le t te r : The State and County agencies are 
concerned that the l e t t e r may create an adversar ia l s i t u a t i o n and make the 
f i rms uncooperative wi th the agencies. 

Source of Information: 
B i l l Schmidt, Chief, F ie ld Operations Sect ion, Environmental Services 
D iv is ion , Region 10, FTS 399-1599 
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ENFORCEMENT PROFILE 

Site Name: Commencement Bay, Region 10 

Superfund Monies Committed: None 

Responsible Party: 

Name: Puget Sound Marine I n d u s t r i a l , Inc . (206) 473-1650 

Address: 222Q South Tacoma Way 
Tacoma, WA 98409 

Solvency: A f f i rmat ive f i nanc ia l data i s not present ly in our 
possession. 

Reason f o r Refe r ra l : Some barre ls o f unknown contents were observed on 
th i s property and s i t e i s near a dr ink ing water we l l tha t i s contaminated 
with chemicals. 

Extent of Contamination: Unknown 

Enforcemen t Potent i a 1 : Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory A c t i v i t i e s : Un known 

Contacts w i th Firm: Unknown 

Consequence of Task Force Le t te r : The State and County agencies are 
concerned tha t the l e t t e r may create an adversar ia l s i t u a t i o n and make the 
f i rms uncooperative wi th the agencies. 

Source of Informat ion: 
B i l l Schmidt, Chie f , F ie ld Operations Sect ion, Environmental Services 
D iv i s ion , Region 10, FTS 399-1599 



ENFORCEMENT PROFILE 

Site Name: Commencement Bay, Region 10 

Superfund Monies Committed: None 

Responsible Party: 

Name: Tacoma Transmission, Inc. (206) 472-4457 

Address: 2911 South Tacoma Way 
Tacoma, WA 98409 

Solvency: A f f i rmat ive f i nanc ia l data i s not present ly i n our 
possession. 

Reason f o r Refer ra l : Si te i s located near a dr ink ing water wel l t ha t i s 
contaminated w i th chemicals. Source i s an automotive transmission repair 
shop. Several decrepi t 55-gal1on drums were observed a t the rear o f the 
shop. The so i l under the drums appeared t o be heav i l y contaminated. An 
open catch basin was a few fee t from the drum storage area. 

Extent o f Contamination: Unknown 

Enforcement Po ten t ia l : Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory A c t i v i t i e s : Unknown 

Contacts wi th Firm: Unknown 

Consequence of Task Force Le t te r : The State and County agencies are 
concerned that the l e t t e r may create an adversar ia l s i t u a t i o n and make the 
f i rms uncooperative wi th the agencies. 

Source of Informat ion: 
B i l l Schmidt, Chief , F ie ld Operations Sect ion, Environmental Services 
D iv is ion , Region 10, FTS 399-1599 
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ENFORCEMENT PROFILE 

Site Name; Commencement Bay, Region 10 

Superfund Monies Committed: None 

Responsible Party: 

Name: Tarn Engineering Corp. (206) 383-1684 

Address: 3033 South Lawrence Street 
Tacoma, WA 98409 

Solvency: A f f i rmat ive f i nanc i a l data i s not present ly in our 
possession. 

Reason f o r Refe r ra l : This source rebui lds engines and has many barre ls of 
unknown contents stored on the property. A lso, s i t e i s near a dr inking 
water we l l tha t i s contaminated wi th chemicals. 

Extent of Contamination: Unknown 

Enforcement Po ten t i a l : Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory A c t i v i t i e s : Unknown 

Contacts w i th Firm: Unknown 

Consequence of Task Force Le t te r : The State and County agencies are 
concerned tha t the l e t t e r may create an adversar ia l s i t ua t i on and make the 
f i rms uncooperative wi th the agencies. 

Source of Informat ion: 
B i l l Schmidt, Chief , F ie ld Operations Sect ion, Environmental Services 
D iv is ion , Region 10, FTS 399-1599 
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. ENFORCEMENT PROFILE 

Site Name: Commencement Bay, Region 10 

Superfund Monies Committed: None 

Responsible Party: 

Name: Time Oi l Co. (206)475-8500 

Address: 3011 South F i f e Street 
Tacoma, WA 98409 

Solvency: A f f i rmat ive f i nanc i a l data i s not present ly i n our 
possession. 

Reason f o r Refer ra l : Some large used tanks were observed i n the v i c i n i t y 
(unclear i f on t h i s property or property of Charles D. West and Co.) some 
barrels were stored on the proper ty , and t h i s source is located near a 
dr inking water we l l tha t i s contaminated w i th chemicals. 

Extent of Contamination: Unknown 

Enforcement Po ten t ia l : Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory A c t i v i t i e s : Unknown 

Contacts wi th Firm: Unknown 

Consequence of Task Force Le t te r : The State and County agencies are 
concerned that the l e t t e r may create an adversar ial s i t ua t i on and make the 
f i rms uncooperative wi th the agencies. 

Source of Information: 
B i l l Schmidt, Chief , F ie ld Operations Section, Environmental Services 
Div is ion, Region 10, FTS 399-1599 
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ENFORCEMENT PROFILE 

Site Name: Commencement Bay, Region 10 

Superfund Monies Committed: None 

Responsible Party: 

Name: Charles D. West & Co. (206) 472-3357 

Address: 3000 South Prospect Street 
Tacoma, WA 98409 

Solvency: A f f i rmat ive f i nanc ia l data i s not present ly i n our 
possession. 

Reason f o r Refer ra l : They handle surplus i n d u s t r i a l equipment, some large 
tanks were observed i n the v i c i n i t y (unclear i f on t h i s property or Time 
O i l ' s property) and t h i s source i s located near a dr ink ing water wel l that 
i s contaminated w i th chemicals. 

Extent o f Contamination: Unknown. 

Enforcement Po ten t ia l : Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory A c t i v i t i e s : Unknown 

Contacts w i th Firm: Unknown 

Consequence of Task Force Le t te r : The State and County agencies are 
concerned that the l e t t e r may create an adversar ia l s i t u a t i o n and make the 
f i rms uncooperative wi th the agencies. 

Source of Informat ion: 
B i l l Schmidt, Chief , F ie ld Operations Sect ion, Environmental Services 
D iv i s i on , Region 10, FTS 399-1599 



ENFORCEMENT PROFILE 

Site Name: Commencement Bay, Region 10 

Superfund Monies Committed: None 

Responsible Party: 

Name: Cascade Pole Co., Inc. (206) 572-3033 

Address: P.O. Box 1496 
Tacoma, WA 98401 

Solvency: Af f i rmat ive f i nanc ia l data i s not present ly i n our 
possession. 

Reason f o r Refer ra l : Potent ia l source of contamination fo r B la i r 
waterway. Firm t reats poles wi th PCP, e t c . High PCP concentrat ions have 
been found in d i tch receiv ing runof f from t h i s s i t e . This d i tch 
discharges t o B la i r waterway. 

Extent of Contamination: Unknown. 

Enforcement Po ten t ia l : Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory A c t i v i t i e s : Unknown 

Contacts wi th Firm: Unknown 

Consequence of Task Force Le t te r : The State and County agencies are 
concerned that the l e t t e r may create an adversar ia l s i t u a t i o n and make the 
f i rms uncooperative wi th the agencies.' 

Source of Information: 
B i l l Schmidt, Chief , F ie ld Operations Sect ion, Environmental Services 
D iv is ion , Region 10, FTS 399-1599 
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ENFORCEMENT PROFILE 

Site Name: Commencement Bay, Region 10 

Superfund Monies Committed: None 

Responsible Party: 

Name: Murray Pac i f i c Corp. (206) 383-3161 
Timber Products Divis ion 

Address: 3502 Lincoln Ave. 
Tacoma, WA 98421 

Solvency: A f f i rmat ive f i nanc ia l data i s not present ly in our 
possession. 

Reason f o r Re fe r ra l : Potent ia l source of contamination i n B la i r 
waterway. Si te i s a large log yard located on the waterway. High metals, 
mainly arsen ic , have been found in bank seepage at source. 

Extent o f Contamination: Unknown 

Enforcement Po ten t i a l : Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory A c t i v i t i e s : Unknown 

Contacts w i th Firm: Unknown 

Consequence of Task Force Le t te r : The State and County agencies are 
concerned that the l e t t e r may create an adversarial s i t ua t i on and make the 
f i rms uncooperative wi th the agencies. 

Source of Informat ion: 
B i l l Schmidt, Chief , F ie ld Operations Section, Environmental Services 
D iv i s i on , Region 10, FTS 399-1599 
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ENFORCEMENT PROFILE 

Site Name: Commencement Bay, Region 10 

Superfund Monies Committed: None 

Responsible Party: 

Name: U.S. O i l & Refinery (206) 383-1651 

Address: P.O. Box 2255 
Tacoma, WA 98401 

Solvency: Af f i rmat ive f i nanc ia l data i s not present ly i n our 
possession. 

Reason f o r Refer ra l : Potent ia l source of contamination f o r B la i r 
waterway. P r i o r i t y po l lu tan ts were found i n discharge t o d i t ch which 
discharges to B l a i r waterway. The re f ine ry has a docking f a c i l i t y on 
B la i r waterway. 

Extent of Contamination: Unknown. 

Enforcement Po ten t ia l ; Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory A c t i v i t i e s : Unknown 

Contacts w i th Firm: Unknown 

Consequence of Task Force Le t te r : The State and County agencies are 
concerned that the l e t t e r may create an adversar ia l s i t u a t i o n and make the 
f i rms uncooperative wi th the agencies. 

Source of Information: 
B i l l Schmidt, Chief , F ie ld Operations Sect ion, Environmental Services 
D iv is ion , Region 10, FTS 399-1599 
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ENFORCEMENT PROFILE 

Site Name: Commencement Bay, Region 10 , 

Superfund Monies Committed: None 

Responsible Party: 

Name: Ernest Anderson, General Manager 
Buffelen Woodworking Company (206) 627-1191 

Address: 1901 Taylor Way 
Tacoma WA 98401 

Connection: Generator 

Solvency: Affirmative financial data is not presently in our 
possession. No apparent problems at this time-

Extent of Contamination: Unknown. Source suspect due to nature of 
business and proximity to known contamination in waterway. Source uses 
wood glues. 

Enforcement Potential: Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory Activities: Unknown 

Contacts with Firm: Preliminary fieldwork 

Consequence of Task Force Letter: The State and County agencies are 
gravely concerned that the letter may create an adversarial situation and 
make the firms uncooperative with the agencies. 

Source of Information: Gary O'Neal, Director, Environmental Services 
Division, Region 10. FTS 399-1295 



ENFORCEMENT PROFILE 

Site Name; Commencement Bay, Region 10 . 

Superfund Monies Committed: None 

Responsible Party: 

Name: Bob Sparl ing 
U t i l i t y Services Superintendent 
C i ty o f Tacoma (206) 591-5561 

Address; 740 S t . Helen's 
Tacoma, WA 98402-

Connection: L a n d f i l l operated by C i t y . (Believe C i ty also owns 
s i t e . ) 

Solvency; A f f i rma t i ve f i nanc ia l data is not present ly in our 
possession. No apparent problems at th i s t ime. 

Extent of Contamination; Several nearby wel ls exceed secondary dr ink ing 
water standards but two other nearby wel ls have acceptable water 
q u a l i t y . L a n d f i l l not i d e n t i f i e d as source, but could have impact. Past 
practices not known, but unauthorized disposal of hazardous substances 
could have occurred at t h i s s i t e . 

Enforcement P o t e n t i a l : Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory A c t i v i t i e s : Unknown 

Contacts wi th Firm: Have met wi th l a n d f i l l Manager and U t i l i t y Services 
Superintendent. 

Consequence o f Task Force Le t te r : C i t y is expecting not ice l e t t e r from 
Headquarters. 

Source of Informat ion: B i l l Mullen, Chief , Drinking Water Branch, Water 
Div is ion, Region J O . ' FTS 399-1223 



ENFORCEMENT PROFILE 

Site Name: Commencement Bay, Region 10 , 

Superfund Monies Committed: None 

Responsible Party: 

Name: Marty Brasham, Plant President 
General Metals of Tacoma, Inc. (206) 572-4000 

Address: 1902 Marine View Drive 
Tacoma, WA 98422 

Connection: Possible generator 

Solvency: Affirmative financial data is not presently in our 
possession. No apparent problems at this time, 

Extent of Contamination: Unknown. Referral based primarily on size of 
source and general nature of operation. Source processes scrap metals 
and is located near known contamination in waterway. 

Enforcement Potential: Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory Activities: Unknown 

Contacts with Firm: Preliminary fieldwork 

Consequence of Task Force Letter: The State and County agencies are 
gravely concerned that the letter may create an adversarial situation and 
make the firms uncooperative with the agencies. 

Source of Information: Gary O'Neal, Director, Environmental Services 
Division, Region 10. FTS 399-1295 

John Osborn, Environmental Services Division, 
Region 10. FTS 399-1296 
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ENFORCEMENT PROFILE 

Site Name: Commencement Bay, Region 10 

Superfund Monies Committed: None 

Responsible Party: 

Name: James Zimmerman, Branch Manager 
Jones Chemicals, Inc. (206) 572-9030 

Address: 1919 Marine View Drive 
Tacoma, WA 98422 

Connection: Generator, treater, storer, disposer 

Solvency: Affirmative financial data is not presently in our 
possession. No apparent problems at this time. 

Extent of Contamination: Unknown. Referral based on occurence of low 
levels of priority pollutants in drain ditch coming from property and 
proximity to known contamination in waterway. 

Enforcement Potential: Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory Activities: Unknown 

Contacts with Firm: Preliminary, fieldwork 

Consequence of Task Force Letter: The State and County agencies are 
gravely concerned that the letter may create an adversarial situation and 
make the firms uncooperative with the agencies. 

Source of Information John Osborn, Environmental Services Division, 
Region 10. FTS 399-1296 



ENFORCEMENT PROFILE 

Site Name: Commencement Bay, Region 10, 

Superfund Monies Committed: None 

Responsible Party: 

Name: John T. Baker, Technical Superintendent 
Kaiser Aluminum and Chemical Corp. (206) 383-1461 

Address: 3400 Taylor Way 
Tacoma, WA 98421 

Connection: Generator, storer, treater, disposer 

Solvency: Affirmative finanacial data is not presently in our 
possession. No apparent problems at this time. 

Extent of Contamination: Unknown. Referral based on sediment toxicity 
observed in several sediment samples obtained from waterway just off 
mouth of drainage ditch from source. 

Enforcement Potential: Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory Activities: Unknown 

Contacts with Firm: Preliminary fieldwork 

Consequence of Task Force Letter: The State and County agencies are 
gravely concerned that the letter may create an adversarial situation and 
make the firms uncooperative with the agencies. 

Source of Information: Jim Hileman, Environmental Services Division, 
Region 10, FTS 399-1296 



ENFORCEMENT PROFILE 

Site Name: Commencement Bay, Region 10 ' 

Superfund Monies Committed: None 

Responsible Party: 

Name: Robert B. Walker, Vice President 
Operations and Engineering 
Reichhold Chemicals, Inc. (206) 5.72-5600 

Address: 2340 Taylor Way 
Tacoma, WA 98421 

Connection: Generator and possible disposer 

Solvency: Affirmative financial data is not presently in our 
possession. No apparent problems at this time. 

Extent of Contamination: Unknown. Referral based on observations of 
poor practices, noticeable odor off-site and knowing the source handles 
hazardous materials. 

Enforcement Potential: Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory Activities: . Unknown 

Contacts with Firm: None 

Consequence of Task Force Letter: The State and County agencies are 
gravely concerned that the letter may create an adversarial situation and 
make the firms uncooperative with the agencies. 

Source of Information: Joan McNamee, Air & Waste Division, Region 10. 
FTS 399-2850 



ENFORCEMENT PROFILE 

Site Name: Commencement Bay, Region 10 , 

Superfund Monies Committed: None 

Responsible Party: 

Name: Dick Haab, Manager of Operations 
Sound Refining Company (206) 272-9348 

Address: 2628 Marine View Drive 
Tacoma, WA 98422 

Connection: Generator 

Solvency: Affirmative financial data is not presently in our 
possession. No apparent problems at this time. 

Extent of Contamination: Unknown. Referral based on high benzene 
content of their effluent and sediment toxicity found in several sediment 
samples from waterway just off facility. 

Enforcement Potential: Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory Activities: Unknown 

Contacts with Firm: Preliminary fieldwork 

Consequence of Task Force Letter: The State and County agencies are 
gravely concerned that the letter may create an adversarial situation and 
make the firms uncooperative with the agencies. 

Source of Information: Jim Hileman, Environmental Services Division, 
Region 10. FTS 399-1296 



ENFORCEMENT PROFILE 

Site Name: Commencement Bay, Region 10 

Superfund Monies Committed: None 

Responsible Party: 

Name: Je f f S. Asay, Law Department 
Union Pac i f i c Railroad Company (206) 249-2660 

Address: 628 Pi t tock Block 
P. 0 . Box 4265 
Por t land, Oregon 97208 

Connection: Possible disposal s i t e in o ld ra i l r oad tunnel 

Solvency: A f f i rmat i ve f i nanc ia l data is not present ly in our 
possession. No apparent problems at t h i s t ime. 

Extent of Contamination; No evidence of any contamination, but 
unsubstantiated a l legat ions have been made about past dumping p rac t i ces . 
So f a r , no signs of any dumping In tunnel except fo r beer bo t t les and 
cans from former s i t e of a tavern - now replaced by br idge. Tunnel 
back f i l l ed and closed in 1915. Further invest iga t ion is planned. 

Enforcement Po ten t ia l : Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory A c t i v i t i e s : Unknown 

Contacts with Firm: Prel iminary f ie ldwork . Attorney f o r f i r m requested, 
under FOIA, a copy of Fact Sheet, which was sent February 17, 1982. 

Consequence of Task Force Le t te r : The State and County agencies are 
gravely concerned tha t the l e t t e r may create an adversar ia l s i t ua t i on and 
make the f irms uncooperative w i th the agencies. 

Source of Informat ion: B i l l Schmidt, Chief , F ie ld Operations SEction, 
Environmental SErvices D i v i s i on , Region 10. FTS 399-0887 

Hussein A l d i s , Ecology and Environment, I n c . , 108 
South Washington, Suite 302, Sea t t le , WA 98104. (206) 624-9537 



ENFORCEMENT PROFILE 

Site Name: Commencement Bay, Region 10 -

Superfund Monies Committed: None 

Responsible Party: 

Name: Jack Zidell, Vice President 
Zidell Dismantling, Inc. (206) 572-5700 

Address: 401 Alexander 
Tacoma, WA 98401 

Connection: Possible generator 

Solvency: Affirmative financial data is not presently in our 
possession. No apparent problems at this time. 

Extent of Contamination: Unknown. Referral based on nature of 
operation. Similar operations have a track record of spills. Potential 
for PCB's and other solvents. 

Enforcement Potential: Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory Activities: Unknown 

Contacts with Firm: None 

Consequence of Task Force Letter: The State and County agencies are 
gravely concerned that the letter may create an adversarial situation and 
make the firms uncooperative with the agencies. 

Source of Information: Jim Hileman, Environmental Services Division, 
Region 10 FTS 399-1296. 
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ADDENDUM TO ENFORCEMENT PROFILE 

Site Name: Cormiencement Bay, Region 10 

Superf-und Monies Committed; None 

Responsible Party; 

Name; Reichhold Chemicals, Inc . (206) 572-5600 

Address: 2340 Taylor Way 
Tacoma, WA 98421 

Solvency; Af f i rmat ive f i nanc ia l data i s not present ly in our 
possession. 

Addit ional Determination: Sediment t o x i c i t y was detected near the 
f a c i l i t y . Also, there i s a pond located on the proper ty - -1 t has not yet 
been sampled. Potent ia l cont r ibu tor t o contamination i n B la i r waterway. 

Extent of Contamination: Unknown 

Enforcement Po ten t ia l ; Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory A c t i v i t i e s : Unknown 

Contacts w i th Firm: Unknown 

Consequence of Task Force Le t te r : The State and County agencies are 
concerned that the l e t t e r may create an adversar ia l s i t u a t i o n and make the 
f i rms uncooperative wi th the agencies. 

Source of Information: 
B i l l Schmidt, Chief , F ie ld Operations Sect ion, Environmental Services 
D iv is ion , Region 10, FTS 399-1599 
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ENFORCEMENT PROFILE 

Site Name: Commencement Bay, Region 10 

Superfund Monies Committed: None 

Responsible Party: 

Name: Washington Natural Gas Co. 
James A Thorpe, Chairman of the Board 

Address: 815 Mercer Street 
Seattle, WA 98109 
(206) 622-6767 
Re: Property in Tacoma tideflats near River Street East 

Solvency: Affirmative financial data is not presently in our 
possession. 

Reason for Referral: We have reason to believe that this party is the 
successor-in-interest to a firm known as Washington Gas & Electric Co., 
the owner and operator of the coal gasification plant that deposited the 
material (waste products). We believe the notice letter should reflect 
this. Also, this firm still owns a small portion of the "tar pits" area. 

Extent of Contamination: Unknown. Ground and surface waters probably 
contaminated. Preliminary material tests showed polynuclear aromatic 
compounds. (Some PNA's are known to be carcinogenic.) 

Enforcement Potential: Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory Activities: Unknown 

Contacts with Firm: None by EPA, Region 10 

Consequence of Task Force Letter: The State and County agencies are 
concerned that the letter may create an adversarial situation and make the 
firms uncooperative with the agencies. 

Source of Information: 
Gary O'Neal, Director, Environmental Services Division, Region 10, 
FTS 399-0404 



SAMPLE NOTICE LETTER 

NOTE: THIS LETTER WILL BE MODIFIED TO REFLECT SPECIAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES SUCH AS A FILED FEDERAL CASE OR 
PENDING STATE NEGOTIATIONS. 

John Smith, President 
ABC Landfill Corp. CERTIFIED MAIL: RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
100 Maple Ave. 
Anywhere, State OOOOO 

Re: ABC Landfill, Anywhere, State 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is considering 

spending public funds to identify and correct the possible hazardous 

situation that exists at the above referenced site. Should EPA 

spend money, the Agency may seek reimbursement frgta^you, and, if 

appropriate, punitive damages egual tô  three times the amount 

of costs incurred. Such action is authorized by the Comprehensive 

Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980, 4 2 

U.S.C. §9601 et seq. ("CERCLA"). By this letter, we are offering 

you the opportunity to voluntarily undertake the actions necessary 

to abate the hazard at the site. 

EPA is authorized by CERCLA to investigate the existence and 

extent of release or threat of a release of a hazardous substance 

to the environment. If such a release has taken place or is likely 

to take place, the EPA is further authorized to undertake clean-up 

or to take steps to prevent or stop the release. 

EPA has determined that a release has occured at the above 
/ 

' / I 
IM* . 

referenced site and believes that your company may bey. responsible 

pV^V^i^ Under CERCLA, your company may be liable for all or part 

of the costs EPA might incur in response activities undertaken at 

: : I •• : L ! ! ! ' r ' • • 



-2 . '- f : ^ ^ ^ ^ ' - ^ ' 
this site. You have the option of initiating these/acivities. 

/ 
Please notify Ms. Kathy L. Summerlee, Director, Superfund Task 

Force (WH-527F), Office of Enforcement Counsel, UiS. Environmental 
/ 

Protection Agency, 401 M Street, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20460, 

(202) 382-3074, within three weeks of the receipt of this letter 

if you are willing to discuss your taking ovstr responsibility for 

the investigation and clean-up at this site. You should schedule 

a meeting with EPA and be prepared to discuss steps you can take 

to abate the hazard as well as a schedule for such abatement. If 

you do not contact Ms. Summerlee within three weeks, we will assume 

that you have declined to undertake the response activities. 

Sincerely yours. 

William A. Sullivan, Jr. 
Enforcement Counsel 

cc: Appropriate Civil Litigation Division 
Appropriate Region 
Appropriate State 



ENFORCEMENT PROFILE 

Site Name: Commencement Bay, Region 10 

Superfund Monies Committed: None 

Responsible Party: 

Name: Joseph Simon and Sons, Inc. 
Phil Simon, President 

Address: 2202 River Street East 
Tacoma, WA 98421 
(206) 272-9364 

Solvency; Affirmative financial data is not presently in our 
possession. 

Reason for Referral; Site of former coal gasification plant. Waste 
products were disposed of on-site. This party currently owns most of this 
"tar pits" land. 

Extent of Contamination: Unknown. It is probable that ground and surface 
waters are contaminated. Preliminary material tests showed polynuclear 
aromatic compounds. (Some PNA's are known to be carcinogenic.) 

Enforcement Potential: Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory Activities: Unknown 

Contacts with Firm: None by EPA, Region 10 

Consequence of Task Force Letter: The State and County agencies are 
concerned that the letter may create an adversarial situation and make the 
firms uncooperative with the agencies. 

Source of Information: 
Gary O'Neal, Director, Environmental Services Division, Region 10, 
FTS 399-0404 



ENFORCEMENT PROFILE 

Site Name: Commencement Bay, Region 10 -

Superfund Monies Committed: None 

Responsible Party: 

Name: Jack Zidell, Vice President 
Zidell Dismantling, Inc. (206) 572-5700 

Address: 401 Alexander 
Tacoma, WA 98401 

Connection: Possible generator 

Solvency: Affirmative financial data is not presently in our 
possession. No apparent problems at this time. 

Extent of Contamination: Unknown. Referral based on nature of 
operation. Similar operations have a track record of spills. Potential 
for PCB's and other solvents. 

Enforcement Potential: Unknown 

Non-CERCLA Regulatory Activities: Unknown 

Contacts with Firm: None 

Consequence of Task Force Letter: The State and County agencies are 
gravely concerned that the letter may create an adversarial situation and 
make the firms uncooperative with the agencies. 

Source of Information: Jim Hileman, Environmental Services Division, 
Region 10 FTS 399-1296. 
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